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director’s reportthe

One aspect of Sylvan Heights Bird Park and Breeding Center 
that Ali and I very much enjoy is the networking one can do 
to be of assistance to friends, interns, and ultimately the birds 
around the world.  This past year, Deepak Singh Rawat, a Sylvan 
Heights intern from India, travelled to Peru and met up with 
Caroline Chandler, a former intern from Chile, and compared 
notes on the changes at Sylvan Heights since she interned 20 
years ago.  Former intern Jesus De Orion from Venezuela is now 
working as a nature tour guide in Colombia and met another 
former intern, Dr. Jorge Botero, from our days at the Wildfowl 
Trust in UK.   Recently, a gentleman from India, Jayanta Borgo-
hain, contacted the International Wild Waterfowl Association 
and the end result was that he kindly hosted birdwatching for 
Dr. Kim Cook of Akron Zoo, who oversees our White-winged 
Ducks, and Murchana Parasar, a former intern at Sylvan Heights 
from India.  You can read more about their collaboration on 
page 20.  

During his travels to Cambodia, Joel Sartore, photographer and 
founder of the PhotoArk, was able to connect us to two reha-
bilitated White-winged Ducks to help with the research being 
done by Sylvan Heights Curator Dustin Foote and East Caro-

lina University. In May, a biologist from Brazil will be arriving 
to spend the summer studying at Sylvan Heights and her intro-
duction came from a Dutch zoo director in Brazil, Robert Kooy, 
who interned with us when he was 18 years old.  Two of our 
overseas projects that we supported received acknowledgement 
in the press in Bolivia and also Brazil.  The La Paz Zoo now 
proudly exhibits flamingos for the first time in Bolivia and had 
a grand opening last week. The Brazilian Mergansers at Itatiba 
Zoo achieved a world first breeding and the birds are now on 
exhibit to the public with acknowledgements of thanks to Sylvan 
Heights and International Wild Waterfowl Association.  
 
We are looking forward to hosting the 2018 International Wild 
Waterfowl Association conference here in North Carolina this 
fall as they celebrate their 60th Anniversary.  This year's confer-
ence will be on going at the same time as the 2018 Waterfowl 
Conservation Workshop, an event for waterfowl conservation 
professionals, hosted by Sylvan Heights and the IWWA.  The 
conference and workshop should be another great opportunity 
for biologists, conservationists, aviculturists, and waterfowl en-
thusiasts to meet, network, and learn from one another. 

Mike Lubbock
Executive Director
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STORKS
by DUSTIN FOOTE
General Curator, Sylvan Heights Bird Park

On Earth Day 2018, Sylvan Heights opened its newest ex-
hibit, which houses an adult pair of Saddle-billed Storks. 
Adult males reach a height of around five feet and with a 
wingspan of around ten feet. They are one of the largest 
flying birds in the world. In addition to their size and re-
markable plumage, these wetland predators are equipped 
with a fifteen-inch dagger for a bill. All things considered, 
these have quickly become two of the most popular birds 
in the park. 

The American Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) 
have Species Survival Plans (SSP) for many of the animals 
in zoological collections within the United States. An 
SSP aims to protect captive populations by managing 
individuals across institutions as a collective unit, rather 
than each facility separately managing a few individuals. 
For many species, this is an effective way to increase 
genetic diversity. Sylvan Heights' exhibit was designed to 
house a very specific pair of Saddle-billed Storks within 
the SSP: a nineteen-year-old female and fourteen-year-old 
male that have never successfully reproduced.  The female 
is unrelated to any Saddle-bill stork in the United States!

With many large bird species, zoological collections use 
flight restriction to provide a larger amount of land/water 
space for these birds as it can be impossible to net over a 
lake or field. However, like most of the aviaries at Sylvan 
Heights Bird Park, the stork aviary is completely covered 
with a high strength nylon netting, allowing the birds to be 
fully flighted. This is important during copulation as the 
male mounts the female while she is standing, and balance 
is key to success.

In addition to the netting, Sylvan Heights staff have con-
structed a large breeding shelter in the back of the aviary 
using greenhouse panels. While influenced largely by rain, 
wild Saddle-billed Storks seem to nest from late August 
through March. In eastern North Carolina, this pair will 
need to start this process inside their breeding area due 
to low temperatures. The breeding area is equipped with 
a heater and fluorescent lights to control the photoperiod, 
all aimed at mimicking their native breeding parameters. 

We have high hopes for this pair, and staff are excited to 
be able to share these incredible birds with visitors. Now 
when you see the storks and their exhibit, you will have 
an idea of why certain elements are the way they are. If 
you haven’t had a chance to see them, these birds are well 
worth a visit! 

Photos by Katie G. Lubbock

SADDLE-
the curator's report: 

BILLED

Male or 
Female?

Although both sexes may look 
similar at first glance, female 

Saddle-billed Storks can be 
identified by their bright golden eyes, 

while males have brown eyes and 
wattles at the base of the bill.
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park news & updates

In addition to the new Saddle-billed 
Storks, keep your eyes peeled for several 
other new species that have arrived at 
Sylvan Heights Bird Park this year!

Sylvan Heights' education department 
recently acquired an Eastern Screech 
Owl from a wildlife rehabilitation cen-
ter.  As a result of her injuries, the owl 
cannot be released back into the wild, 
and will instead help educate thousands 
of visitors about this fascinating species.  
The screech owl is not currently on ex-
hibit, but visitors can meet her during 
education programs and keeper talks.

Other new species on exhibit through-
out the park include Fawn-breasted 
Bowerbird, Derbyan Parakeets, Dia-
mond Doves, Gouldian Finches, and 
three colorful turaco species: the Violet 
Turaco, Guinea Turaco, and Red-crested 
Turaco.

New Species Land 
at Sylvan Heights

In May 2018, cast and crew from the 
popular PBS children's show Wild Kratts 
visited Sylvan Heights Bird Park to film 
an episode all about flamingos.  

Chris and Martin Kratt got up close 
with our friendly flock of American 
flamingos in The Landing Zone, took a 
walk with our Lesser flamingo chicks, 
and mingled with the large flock in the 
Multinational Aviary.

Although the exact release date for 
this episode is currently unknown, it is 
expected to air sometime in 2019.  

A film crew from UNC-TV also visited 
Sylvan Heights in May to film a segment 
for the show North Carolina Weekend. 

We do not yet have information about 
when either show will air, but keep an 
eye on Sylvan Heights Bird Park's social 
media pages for more information as it 
becomes available!

Wild Kratts Film 
Flamingos at Park

For all of the latest news from Sylvan Heights Bird Park and the 
International Wild Waterfowl Association, follow us online:

If you have visited Sylvan Heights this 
year, you may have seen (or heard) the 
construction in our Visitor Center!   We 
have been working to expand the park's 
entrance and gift shop to accommodate 
the increase in daily visitation, field 
trips, and tour groups. 

Sylvan Heights Bird Park's retail man-
ager, Tasha Davis, says the expansion 
will make room for new science, nature, 
and outdoor items for the garden and 
home, like door mats, stepping stones, 
and stargazing and solar gifts.  

Davis says the additional ticket window  
will also improve the visitor experience.  
"It will allow for faster check-ins and less 
wait time during group check-ins".  A 
new, separate entrance for school groups  
will also make field trips more efficient 
for teachers and chaperones. 

The expansion is expected to be com-
pleted by June 2018.

Visitor Center 
Expansion

World Migratory 
Bird Day

This year, Sylvan Heights Bird Park host-
ed its first event in celebration of World 
Migratory Bird Day.  On May 12th, park 
visitors had the opportunity to learn all 
about the incredible journeys that mi-
gratory birds make each year.  

The day's events included a Junior Duck 
Stamp art exhibit, information and bird-
friendly products by Wild Birds Unlim-
ited of Chapel Hill, and a presentation 
about Whooping Crane conservation.  
At the "kid banding" station, visitors 
learned how scientists use bands to 
identify wild birds,  and kids made their 
own personalized bands to take home.  
Dr. Susan McRae of the East Carolina 
University Biology Department gave a 
guest Keeper Talk about Ruff Sandpip-
ers.  Local artist E.M. Corsa taught a field 
sketching workshop, during which par-
ticipants explored the diversity of birds 
from around the world and learned to 
draw live birds, feathers, and eggs. Keep 
an eye on our website for information 
about next year's event!

Hike the Wetland 
Safari Trail

Have you explored the wetland trails 
recently at Sylvan Heights Bird Park? 
Summer is a great time to see this beau-
tiful, natural area of the park.  We have 
made improvements to the walkways, 
added interpretive signage, and created 
a continuous "Wetland Safari Trail" that 
winds along the native wetland on the 
lower edge of the park.  

The trail incorporates the Kiptopeke 
Bridge, which leads through a flooded 
hardwood forest and over a stream, the 
Duke Energy Nature Walkway, which 
immerses visitors in a wetland area 
improved by beavers, the Tree House, 
which provides an aerial perspective of 
the wetland, and the Beaver Pond Blind, 
where visitors can look for wildlife while 
remaining hidden from view.  Each sec-
tion of the trail is a short and easy hike, 
and also a great place to spot native 
birds, deer, beavers, frogs, turtles, and 
much more.

Later this year, students of all ages will 
be able to purchase an educational jour-
nal booklet at the Visitor Center to get 
even more out of their Wetland Safari!

In the last issue of Words on Waterfowl, 
we published an update on our progress 
with The Pavilion, as well as a request 
for your help. Thanks to your generosity, 
we are pleased to report that we have 
officially raised the funds to construct 
this new event space and outdoor 
classroom! Our goal was met during our 
Birds, Brews, & BBQ event in March. 
Thanks to the generosity of our event 
attendees, as well as board member Dr. 
Raj Parikh and his wife Dana, we raised 
over $26,000 that evening.  Dr. and Mrs. 
Parikh were married at the future site 
of The Pavilion last November (photo), 
and have supported this project since its 
inception.

We'd also like to thank the Southern 
Bank Foundation, Cannon Foundation, 
Golden Leaf Foundation, Hanna 
Herring (in memory of Toad Herring), 
Fred and Sue Morris, Don Bullock and 
many more.  A special thanks goes to 
Mark Bacon for his help in writing 
grants to fund this project.  

Construction Begins 
on The Pavilion

photo by Kivus & Camera
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from the
BACK
BRINK In the 1950s, the Hawaiian Goose (or Nene) was going the way of the Dodo.  Like many 

isolated island species, this naïve and approachable goose couldn’t cope with its new 
neighbors on the Hawaiian Islands, as it was unaccustomed to human hunters and the 
predators they brought to the islands with them. The birds were hunted relentlessly in 
the late 19th century, and introduced species, like cats, dogs, rats, feral pigs, and the 
voracious mongoose, devastated nests of Nene eggs.  Agriculture and development from 
tourism converted their lowland nesting areas to cropland and golf courses, pushing 
the Nene into less favorable high elevation habitat to breed. By 1951, the estimated total 
population of Nene was a mere 30 individuals. 

Sylvan Heights Bird Park’s founder, Mike Lubbock, traveled to the island of Maui in 
1970 to search for Hawaiian Geese.  At the time, Lubbock was the curator of aviculture 
at the Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust in Slimbridge, England, where a breeding program 
had been established for the rare goose in 1963.  Lubbock was part of a cooperative 
conservation effort that aimed to re-introduce geese raised in captivity back into their 
native Hawaiian habitat, and he was conducting a census on a group of birds that the 
Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust had released on the island a few years earlier. His research 
took him 10,000 feet above sea level to Haleakala Crater, where howling winds rush 
over the lunar-like volcanic landscape. Remarkably, some of the captive-reared Nene still 
survived in this harsh and seemingly barren environment.

Since the 1960s, more than 2,800 captive-bred Hawaiian Geese have been released on four 
islands, and the work of so many conservation biologists is now paying off.  The geese 
are successfully breeding on the island of Kaua’i without human assistance, and the total 
wild population is currently approaching 3,000 birds.  Their success has even prompted 
scientists to consider removing the Hawaiian Goose from the endangered species list this 
year, an indication that populations are expected to remain stable or continue increasing 
in the future.  While the charming Hawaiian Goose isn’t quite out of the woods yet, the 
early conservation efforts that started in the U.K. in the 1960s undoubtedly saved this 
species from certain extinction.  

It seems that the news is awash in gloomy wildlife 
stories these days, with hopeless reports about 
habitat destruction, pollution, poaching, and of 
species fading into extinction.  This is not one of 

those stories -- but it could have been.  

Hawaiian Geese

A Nene gosling at the Sylvan 
Heights Avian Breeding Center

KATIE G. LUBBOCK
Sylvan Heights Bird Park

Story and photos by
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It’s no coincidence that Hawaiian Geese bear some 
resemblance to a more familiar bird.  They are thought to 
be the descendants of wayward Canada Geese that found 
their way to the Hawaiian Islands many thousands of years 
ago, and quickly developed distinct adaptations to survive 
in their new environment.  Nene have shorter wings, since 
long-distance flight became unnecessary.  With freshwater 
wetlands largely unavailable, the Nene became increasingly 
terrestrial, inhabiting grasslands on the islands’ volcanic 
slopes.  Reduced webbing between their toes denotes this 
shift to a less aquatic lifestyle on rough terrain.  And the 

notoriously aggressive disposition of breeding Canada 
Geese faded away in the Hawaiian Goose, as there were no 
predators on the islands to fear or fight. 

Sylvan Heights Bird Park, along with many other 
conservation organizations, still propagates Hawaiian 
Geese.  Visitors to the park can observe these friendly 
birds up close, noting their semi-webbed feet and sociable, 
curious personalities – but perhaps more importantly, they 
are meeting one of few species that humans have managed 
to save from the brink of extinction.

With freshwater wetlands largely unavailable, the 
Nene became increasingly terrestrial, inhabiting 

grasslands on the islands’ volcanic slopes.

Counterclockwise from top: Remarkably, Hawaiian Geese have been known to survive in the seemingly inhospitable Haleakala Crater 
on the island of Maui.  •  A curious Hawaiian Goose peers into a camera at Sylvan Heights Bird Park.  •  The most successful recovery 
of Hawaiian Geese has occurred on the lush island of Kaua’i, where food and nesting habitat is more available.  •  A wild Nene grazes at 
Hakalau Forest National Wildlife Refuge on the island of Hawaii.
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Education of the public has always been at the forefront of the 
Sylvan Heights mission. Each year, Sylvan Heights hosts thousands 
of students from across North Carolina and southern Virginia, 
making the park one of the premier field trip destinations of the 
region. Our impact, however, does not end there. In addition to 
hosting avian husbandry interns and professionals from around 
the world, we strive to create an accessible learning environment 
for all of our visitors. Throughout the year, our education events 
give visitors a chance to experience all that Sylvan Heights has 
to offer- while highlighting science and conservation. From 
professional development workshops to family-friendly festivals, 
our events provide opportunities for learners of all ages. 

Spring is the busiest time of the year in the park as we welcome 
a flood of new hatchings and visitors emerging from their 
winter retreats. Each year in the month of April, Sylvan Heights 
participates in the statewide North Carolina Science Festival 
by organizing free STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, and Math) activities each weekend. The largest event of the 
month, the Earth Day Celebration, brings together environmental 
groups from across eastern North Carolina to showcase the role 
science plays in our daily lives. This year’s event featured 21 
different activity stations scattered throughout the park hosted by 

local museums, state agencies, colleges, and youth organizations. 
During the Earth Day event, visitors could plant a terrarium, make 
a bird feeder, study wetland invertebrates, create their own fossil 
collection, and much more! Each year, the Earth Day Celebration 
continues to grow and serve as an important opportunity to build 
connections by educating the public about science. 

Lifelong learners can enjoy our continuing education classes 
and tours throughout the year. Educational guided tours are 
offered year-round for college and continuing education groups 
to provide an inside and in-depth look at the birds of Sylvan 
Heights. This winter, we hosted our first birding trip to bring 
visitors out into the field at Mattamuskeet and Pocosin National 
Wildlife Refuges in search of migratory waterfowl. In celebration 
of World Migratory Bird Day in May, visitors participated in a 
field sketching workshop to learn techniques for drawing birds 
through observation in the park. Conservation and research talks 
led by Sylvan Heights staff are often a part of our special events, 
including our Members' Day event on June 2nd. Visitors will also 
have a chance to participate in some of our educational programs 
as a part of this year’s Members' Day event. With so many great 
opportunities happening in the park, we hope that you will come 
out and join us!

science 
FOR ALL

by ASHLEY HAMLET
Education Coordinator 

Sylvan Heights Bird Park

From school field trips to science festivals, birding expeditions, and 
workshops, Sylvan Heights Bird Park offers year-round opportunities to learn.

A volunteer from Nash Community College's STEM 
Club shows off a green anole at Sylvan Heights 
Bird Park's Earth Day Celebration in April.
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from the
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

It has been some time since I have provided an update from 
the Board and I am very happy to report that Sylvan Heights 
is enjoying some of the most positive developments in our 
history. In the past year we set a new record for Park visitation 
with more than 55,000 people coming to the world’s foremost 
bird park. If you have visited the Park over the past few years 
you know that we are always adding something new and 
interesting for our visitors and will continue to do so. We 
want every visit to be educational, rewarding and enjoyable. 
Sylvan Heights is a non-profit organization and the revenue 
that is generated from admissions, memberships, gift shop 
sales, grants and contributions are all utilized to cover the 
expenses associated with maintaining the facilities, taking 
care of the birds, paying the staff and creating new exhibits. 
Over the past year we were blessed with record revenue which 
has allowed us to expand our gift shop, add new exhibits and 
begin construction on our new Pavilion to accommodate 
larger group meetings such as weddings and other special 
events. 
 
Sylvan Heights is known internationally as the premier 
organization for developing breeding programs for 
endangered waterfowl and educating young people from 
around the world on how to implement and manage breeding 
and conservation programs. As a result of these efforts, Sylvan 
Heights has been directly responsible for helping to save 
several endangered species from certain extinction. If you are 
a member of Sylvan Heights or have made a contribution to 
the organization you have helped with this noble endeavor 
and we thank you for that. 

We are really excited to be in discussions with a major 
University here in North Carolina about a long-term 
collaborative partnership for cutting edge bird research, 
opportunities for educational student internships at the Park 
and around the world and to leverage the unique resources 
of the two organizations to further the cause of waterfowl 
education, conservation and preservation of threatened and 
endangered species. We envision a time in the near future 
when this partnership will be recognized as the global 
epicenter for this important work. 
 
In the near future we will launch a year-long promotional 
campaign on WITN television to let the people in the Eastern 
part of North Carolina know more about the Park and our 
activities. We believe that this will result in more visitors and 
continued growth for Sylvan Heights.
 
Things at Sylvan Heights are very good today and getting better 
all the time. This progress would not be possible without the 
generous support of many different people and organizations 
and we are humbled and grateful for their confidence in our 
efforts. If you have been a supporter of Sylvan Heights in 
the past the Board says thank you. If you are just learning 
about us but have not yet become involved as a member and 
supported I am inviting you to get on board with us. If you do, 
I predict that you will never regret that decision.   

Edwards's Pheasant (Lophura edwardsi) 
at Sylvan Heights Bird Park

Don Butler 
Chairman, Sylvan Heights Board of Directors

While most people use the sound of music as a way to escape 
everyday obstacles, receive good vibes, or to feel some type 
of comfort, I prefer to listen to nature’s sound. From the 
sounds of ducks quacking as they leave their roost to feed, to 
the chirping sounds of crickets during a summer night, I’ve 
always had a passion for the outdoors and animals. At the 
age of 5, watching Animal Planet and going out on the farm 
influenced me to become a Veterinarian. Later, I became 
involved in many outdoor activities such as hunting, fishing, 
and kayaking. 

At the age of 16, I started my first job at Sylvan Heights Bird 
Park. I did not know too much about waterfowl, but that 
all changed. There, I learned about the different waterfowl 
species from the typical mallards I’ve seen nearby ponds to 
the rare White-winged Wood Ducks. The Sylvan Heights 
staff took me under their wing and taught me everything 
I needed to know about waterfowl from proper nutrition, 
assisting in setting up breeding pairs, to building aviaries. 
One of the biggest concepts I took from Sylvan Heights was 
conservation. Conservation is crucial to preserving wildlife. 
Every species play a major role in its ecological niche and 
with some education and respect for nature and its wildlife, 
there will be a constant state of equilibrium. 

Working at Sylvan Heights, I have made many connections. 
I have met other students with the same interest and passion 
that I have, worked with people from around the world such 
as Germany, India, and Peru, and shadowed veterinarians 
when they came to the park to do the annual flamingo 
round up. 

After high school, I attended North Carolina Agricultural 
& Technical State University located in Greensboro, NC 
where I will obtain my bachelor’s degree in Laboratory 
Animal Science in May of 2018. Every summer, I sought 
after an internship or an enrichment program to further my 
knowledge. I traveled to Michigan State University in 2015, 
Tuskegee University in 2016, and the University of Florida 
in 2017. Becoming a Veterinarian was my number one goal 
and I worked diligently through college to reach that goal. 
This fall, I will be attending Tuskegee University School of 
Veterinary Medicine in Tuskegee, Alabama. The journey 
was tough, but I enjoyed every moment of it. Words cannot 
express how grateful I am to have had the opportunity to 
work for Sylvan Heights. Over the years of working here, 
Sylvan Heights has prepared me for this moment and has 
paved the way to my success.

avianalumni: Jeremy Bryant 

Photo by Hamilton Estates Collaborative
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After many years of dreaming of seeing South America’s 
waterfowl in the wild I was fortunate to join a friend for two 
weeks of birding in southern Chile in mid-March.  While my 
friend, a diehard birder, was returning to Chile to tackle some 
gaps in his life list, he was kind enough to accommodate my 
specific interest (bordering on obsession) in seeing as many of 
the amazing waterfowl species in Chile I could.  

Our journey began soon after arriving in Santiago, Chile in the 
early morning. We picked up our rental car at the airport and 
headed immediately towards the Lampa Marshes north of the 
city.  Within an hour of landing we had found flocks several 
hundred strong of the Chilean race of Yellow-billed Teal 
(Anas flavirostris) and Yellow-billed Pintail (Anas georgica 
spinicauda) feeding in municipal wastewater treatment 
ponds.  Mixed amongst the teal and pintail were dozens of 
Red Shoveler (Spatula platalea), Chiloé Wigeon (Mareca 
sibilatrix) and the Argentine race of Cinnamon Teal (Spatula c. 
cyanoptera), along with smaller groups of Lake Duck (Oxyura 
vittata), Black-headed Duck (Heteronetta atricapilla), White-
cheeked Pintail (Anas bahamensis) and Black-necked Swan 
(Cygnus melancoryphus).  Along with the overwhelming first 
introduction to waterfowl of Chile we saw many other wetland 
birds, including Southern Lapwing (Vanellus chilensis), 
which it turned out would be seen about everywhere else we 
stopped, including hotel roofs and parking lots. Along with the 
ubiquitous lapwings, the wastewater plant also yielded White-
backed Stilt (Himantopus melanurus) and four species of 
grebes.   We donned rubber boots and waded through flooded 

fields in hopes of flushing South American Painted-snipe 
(Nycticryphes semicollaris) but were not successful.  Later 
in the day we found our first Coscoroba Swan (Coscoroba 
coscoroba), a single bird dabbling in shallow water amongst 
many more of the species we had seen earlier in the day.

The next day we went out in search of highland specialists in 
El Yeso Valley in San José de Maipo.  We spent several hours 
searching for Chilean race of the Torrent Duck (Merganetta 
a. armata) along mountain rivers with no luck, despite recent 
reports of their presence. Hydropower dam construction 
in the area has impacted water flow and quality which may 
have displaced the birds.  As we traveled further up the dusty 
roads that wound into the mountains we encountered our 
first Andean Geese (Chloephaga melanoptera) grazing in a 
wet valley alongside free-roaming horses. In the same field we 
stumbled upon several other interesting species, including a 
pair of Diademed Sandpiper-plovers (Phegornis mitchellii) 
leading a young chick, several Gray-bellied Seedsnipe 
(Thinocorus orbignyianus) and our first South American snipe 
(Gallinago paraguaiae). Even further into the mountains, 
while unsuccessfully searching for Andean Condor (Vultur 
gryphus), we same across our first and only Mountain Caracara 
(Phalcoboenus megalopterus).

Early the next morning we caught a flight to Puerto Montt and 
headed south to Chiloé Island.  For those who wonder what the 
correct pronunciation of “Chiloé Wigeon” is, I can officially say 
that going to Chiloé Island taught me it should be pronounced 

like “chee-low-hay”. After picking up another rental car our first 
stop was to target the Magellanic Woodpecker (Campephilus 
magellanicus), and the birds obliged with a nice view of a 
male working a dead standing tree. As we crossed by ferry 
from the mainland to the island we spotted our first Flightless 
(Magellanic) Steamerduck (Tachyeres pteneres), along with 
Yelllow-billed Teal and Black-necked Swans accompanied 
by half-grown cygnets.  Swans with young were more social 
than I expected based on the species’ captive behavior, with 
loose flocks of several pairs occupying the same coves to 
feed on sea lettuce.  It was also a surprise to find a visible 
difference in the head shape of wild versus captive swans; the 
active and enlarged salt glands of the wild birds gave their 
foreheads a bulbous appearance not observed in avicultural 
representatives.  Walking along the beach to get closer to 
the swans I encountered my first Rufous-chested Dotterel 
(Charadrius modestus) and Magellanic Penguin (Spheniscus 
magellanicus).

Outside the town of Ancud we came across a flock of over 500 
Black-necked Swans feeding in the brackish water.  At low tide 
the swans, accompanied by hundreds of Yellow-billed Teal and 
Yellow-billed Pintail, came in to the shallow water to forage 
on exposed sea lettuce.  The swans were quite social and were 
literally shoulder to shoulder with each other at preferred 
feeding sites.  Small flocks of Coscoroba Swans, Chiloé Wigeon 
and Flightless Steamerducks rounded out the waterfowl. Other 
notable birds included a very confiding Plumbeous Rail 
(Pardirallus sanguinolentus) and thousands of Hudsonian 
Godwit (Limosa haemastica), Red Knots (Calidris canutus) and 
other shorebirds.  Many of the godwits and knots were sporting 
identification tags attached by biologists on the birds’ Alaskan 
breeding grounds some 14,000 kilometers north.  After dinner 
we spotted Rufous-legged Owl (Strix rufipes) along a forested 
dirt road before heading back to the hotel and off to bed.

The next morning we chartered a small boat to take us up 
a freshwater river to search for Rufus-tailed Hawk (Buteo 
ventralis), a local specialty.  While we did see the rare hawk, 
for the duck aficionado the highlight was the first Spectacled 
(Bronze-winged) Duck (Speculanas specularis) of the trip.  
This species seemed particularly wary and exploded from the 
brushy riverside banks in a manner (and habitat) reminiscent 
of our native North American Wood Duck.  Along with the 
Spectacled Duck we encountered broods of Chiloé Wigeon 
and handfuls of Yellow-billed Teal, Yellow-billed Pintail and 
Black-necked Swans.  Traveling further south we reached 
the ocean and chartered another boat, this time out to small 
rocky outcrops where we saw our first Kelp Geese (Chloephaga 
hybrida), with pairs tending nearly fledged goslings loafing 
high above the water on the jagged stone.  Along with the 
geese we had great views of Humboldt Penguins (Spheniscus 
humboldti), Magellanic Penguins, Flightless Steamer Ducks, 
Blackish Oystercatcher (Haematopus ater) and several species 
of cormorant.  Particularly beautiful were the Red-legged 
Cormorant (Phalacrocorax gaimardi), and I wondered how 
it was that this sharp-looking species was not gracing many a 
zoo’s South American penguin exhibits.

chilean waterfowl
Story and photos 

by IAN GEREG
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A flight to Punta Arenas started our next morning and we 
hit the ground running upon arrival.  Within 10 minutes 
of the airport, still well within the industrial zone of the 
city, was a wetland chock full of nesting Chiloé Wigeon and 
Upland (Magellan) Geese (Chloephaga picta). Along with 
the birds leading young we saw our first Flying Steamer 
Ducks (Tachyeres patachonicus) and a lone juvenile Chilean 
Flamingo (Phoenicopterus chilensis).  After leaving the city 
the country started to open up into pasture that runs directly 
up to the ocean and its long beds of offshore kelp.  It was 
surreal to be able to look to one side of the road and see 20 
bird flocks of Upland Geese and look to the other and see 
Kelp Geese and Patagonian Crested Ducks (Lophonetta s. 
specularioides).  One quickly notices that the Upland Goose 
males come in a wide array of forms, ranging from birds so 
tightly barred that they appear nearly black from a distance, 
to bright white-breasted birds and every combination in-
between. Traveling further up the coast we found ourselves 
along the Rio San Juan, a brushy habitat interspersed with 
river bend fields.  This was the breeding grounds of the rare 
Ruddy-headed Goose (Chloephaga rubidiceps), which we 
encountered in low numbers, along with the more common 
Ashy-headed Goose (Chloephaga poliocephala) and many 
more Upland Geese.  We also found additional Bronze-
winged Ducks sneaking along the river’s banks and dozens of 
Patagonian Crested Ducks along the coast.  Also along the coast 
were foraging Flying Steamer Ducks, Flightless Steamer Ducks 
and more Kelp Geese. As we departed from the river habitat 
we encountered a brood of Ruddy-headed Geese along a river 
bend.  Upon closer inspection we noticed the gander was a 
Ruddy-headed x Ashy-headed Goose hybrid, a phenomenon 
apparently more common in the area with dangerously low 
Ruddy-headed numbers.

The next morning we boarded a ferry for Porvenir to continue 
our journey into Patagonia.  Our target species was King 
Penguin (Aptenodytes patagonicus), which we were fortunate 
to see with first and second year chicks at a protected nesting 
site.  Along the way we saw thousands of Upland Geese with 
smaller numbers of Ashy-headed Geese and Ruddy-headed 
Geese.  Flocks of Coscoroba Swans and Chilean Flamingos fed 
in farm ponds near the road which was an impressive sight. 
Unusually, some of these ponds also contained Flightless 
Steamer Ducks, which suggests the birds will make overland 
journeys to preferred freshwater sites within proximity to the 
sea.  I am curious how they even know a body of water lies 
beyond the beaches and roads without being able to see it? 
Along with the penguins and waterfowl we encountered our 
first Magellanic Plover (Pluvianellus socialis), Tawny-throated 
Dotterel (Oreopholus ruficollis), Least Seedsnipe (Thinocorus 
rumicivorus) and White-bellied Seedsnipe (Attagis malouinus) 

along with more Rufus-chested Dotterel as we traveled the 
seemingly endless dirt roads that span across Tierra del Fuego.
Near San Gregorio we found Bronze-winged Ducks mixed 
among several other species of waterfowl in a habitat completely 
different than the rivers we had encountered them on earlier.  
These birds were in open sheep pastures in any of the countless 
shallow pools.  Here the birds were out in the open and seemed 
more calm.  Small flocks swam closely together, leading me to 
verbalize that the species, known for its anti-social behavior 
that leads to it being housed in single pairs in captivity, might 
have a bad rap.  I couldn’t even finish my sentence before two 
of the birds started a knock-down drag-out fight that led to the 
dissolution of the flock into what must have been adult pairs 
tending fledged or nearly-fledged ducklings.

Just after we crossed the straight connecting northern Tierra 
del Fuego to the mainland we found our first Silver Teal 
(Spatula versicolor), several pairs mixed among what were 
becoming the usual suspects: Yellow-billed Teal, Yellow-billed 
Pintail, Crested Ducks and Chiloé Wigeon.  Some of the 
wigeon were tending week-old ducklings and nearby Upland 
Geese were also leading pre-fledged goslings.   As we traveled 
the back road toward Torres del Paine National Park we started 
seeing growing numbers of Darwin’s Rhea (Rhea pennata) 
along with the Guanacos that ran the roadside fences as we 
traveled by.  Outside Torres del Paine we visited an estancia 
where the landowner had suggested we could find Austral Rail 
(Rallus antarcticus). While the persistent wind prevented us 
from finding the rail (though we heard it), we were amazed 
at the number and diversity of waterfowl nesting on his 
farm.  Along with more common species we saw our first 
Andean Ducks (Oxyura ferruginea), including several hens 
leading recently hatched ducklings.  Andean Condors (Vultur 
gryphus) were common here and our presence in an unusual 
location (or maybe our scent after living out of suitcases for 
two weeks?) piqued their interest and we had several birds soar 
over to give us a closer inspection. Upon arriving in Torres del 
Paine we finally saw a Torrent Duck (Merganetta a. armata), a 
single male resting on a rock in the middle of a rushing river.  
Despite being described as calm and approachable by locals, 
this particular bird wanted nothing to do with me and jumped 
into the water when I got within 100 yards.

Our last day in Chile started with a drive back to Punta Arenas 
in the dark.  We encountered a puma and hog-nosed skunk 
along the road, but very few birds besides the iconic Southern 
Lapwings and Upland Geese that were present at nearly all 
locations throughout the trip.  This included the parking lot 
edges at the airport – a nice sendoff after a fantastic trip to a 
beautiful country.

chilean waterfowl (cont'd)

Spring is an exciting time for both the aviculturist and the 
birder. Many IWWA members enjoy the best of both worlds 
and can find enjoyment in the aviary and the local marsh 
this time of year.  Here in southeastern Pennsylvania, USA, 
for example, the wetlands are alive with Ring-necked Ducks 
and Green-winged Teal stocking their energy larders before 
heading onward to their breeding grounds.  Meanwhile, in the 
aviary we’re keeping an eye first nests of the year and enjoying 
the choreographed courtship displays of the species we are 
fortunate to have in our care.

The care, and future of our waterfowl, both wild birds and 
those in aviculture, is important to all of us. Sharing our 
collective knowledge and encouraging the next generation 
of conservationists to join us is more important than ever. 
To this end SHBP and the IWWA will be hosting the second 
meeting of the Waterfowl Conservation Workshop in October 
in North Carolina.  Building upon the success of the inaugural 
workshop in 2016, we are planning an equally exciting and 
educational agenda for this year.  A larger venue at East 
Carolina University will allow us to include more attendees, 
while a field trip to Sylvan Heights Bird Park will be a great 
opportunity for hands-on demonstrations.  Stay tuned to the 

Ian Gereg
President, International Wild Waterfowl Association

from the iwwa president
latest updates on the workshop by visiting the WCW’s website 
at waterfowlconservation.org. 
 
This year’s IWWA convention will run concurrent to the 
workshop to give IWWA members the opportunity to share 
their experience and knowledge.  A joint workshop-convention 
also allows workshop attendees to be introduced to IWWA 
and see the value of joining our ranks.  After the convention 
IWWA members will have a few extra days to enjoy eastern 
North Carolina’s waterfowl as a smaller group.  Updates will be 
available soon at the IWWA’s website, wildwaterfowl.org.

While I’m excited about the workshop and convention in the 
fall, there’s plenty of work to be done now.  IWWA is celebrating 
60 years since its inception and the Board’s current efforts in 
strategic planning, a new website, enhanced membership 
management, and more will help ensure IWWA remains a 
leader in the protection and conservation the world’s wild 
waterfowl and wetlands for another 60 years. Will you be a part 
of IWWA’s future?  

Dear IWWA Members:
This year, we are pleased to introduced a more user-friendly online membership 
system! You will now receive automated e-mail reminders when your 
IWWA membership is about to expire, and renewal payments can be made 
online quickly and easily.  You can also manage your member account and 
update your contact information to ensure you continue to receive Words on 
Waterfowl and other correspondence about IWWA events.  Questions about 
your membership? Please contact info@wildwaterfowl.org.
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Understanding its status at local 
scales for a better global projection

India is one of the last strongholds of the white-winged 
duck (Asarcornis scutulata). India harbours an estimated 
population of over 400 individuals which represents more than 
a third of the global population (Sharma et.al 2015). However, 
there has been no recent rigorous research on the species and 
its ecology and population status are unknown. Fortunately, 
the Akron Zoo and the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB) have come forward to support concerted efforts 
to understand the present status of the white-winged duck in 
Assam. This project is implemented by ENVIRON (a nature 
conservation NGO in Guwahati) and led by Murchana Parasar 
based at Division of Wildlife and Biodiversity Conservation of 
ENVIRON. The project plans to study the distribution of the 
white-winged ducks in and around the pristine forests of the 
Dehing-Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary, which is the largest known 
living patch of rainforest in Northeast India. This study also 
aims to develop a long-term monitoring programme to update 
the white-winged duck’s occurrence and distribution, which 
will be important for developing baseline data needed for 
conservation planning for this elusive species in Assam. 

The white-winged duck (WWD) is a large-bodied waterbird 
which started to decline about 50-60 years ago in Assam 
due to various reasons, like development of tea plantations, 
and demand for forest products during the 1960s and 1970s 
(Mackenzie and Kear 1976). It is restricted to low-lying still or 
slow-moving waterbodies in forested landscapes. These areas 
are favored for logging, agriculture and settlement which has 
caused the loss of much suitable habitat. In addition, the ducks 
are large, tasty, and easily hunted. The species is categorised 
as Endangered in the IUCN Red List (Birdlife International, 
2013), and listed under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife 
Protection Act (1972). 

Eighteen potential sites have been surveyed. Two WWD 
groups and a lone male were sighted. One group consists of 
2 males and 1 female and the other group of 3 males and 2 
females. Both the groups and the lone male were sighted in 
different wetlands. The latter group was sighted very near to 
human settlement. This is a very important point to be noted as 
we can see that due to loss of habitat, they have started to adapt 
to live near humans. Both wetlands where white-winged ducks 
were sighted consist of dominant trees like Dipterocarpus 
macrocarpus, Mesua ferrea, Vatica lanceifolia, Dillenia indica, 
Shorea assamica, Canarium resiniferum, Elaeocarpus ganitrus, 
Dysoxylum binectariferum. 

In March of 2018, Kimberly Cook, the Director of Animal 
Health and Conservation of Akron Zoological Park, visited 
Assam to see our work first hand. She stayed with us for a 
week. On our first day in the field, we were accompanied by 
Jayanta Borgohain who is a chemical engineer working as a 
head of Quality Control Lab of Digboi Refinery and Deborshee 
Gogoi, a professor of Digboi College, to some of the potential 
sites which are inside the oil refinery premises. Both of them 
are great bird watchers and wildlife enthusiasts, and are also 
very concerned about the present condition of white-winged 
duck and interested for its conservation. Although we did not 

sight WWD on that day, we got to see many other birds like 
a rare species of bulbul called the white-headed black bulbul 
(Hypsipetes leucocephalus). The rest of the week was spent 
visiting all the three research stations of our project, namely, 
Upper-Dehing west block, Dirok and Jeypore. We met one of 
the forest rangers who is very much interested in helping us 
with our awareness programmes in nearby villages. He also 
took us to meet the village head of one the fringe villages. 
Unfortunately, the village head was not there on that day. We 
visited a silk worm rearing farm near Jeypore rainforest. The 
local people of the fringe villages used to rear silkworm, but 
had to stop doing this age old practice of sericulture because of 
the excessive use of pesticides in the nearby tea gardens which 
affected the silkworms. We know that to create awareness 
among the people and to get them involved in conservation 
work, it is necessary first to understand their problems. Our 
visit to the silkworm rearing farm was to understand if there 
is any possibility that the people can understand this practice 
again and how we can help them. Kim and I also interacted 
with the students of a Primary School in Soraipung Village. 
Soraipung Range is part of the Upper Dehing West block where 
all our sightings of WWD have been from. Finally, we visited 
Digboi College which is near to our field site where we got 
the chance to interact with the students and faculty members 
and a presentation was given by Kim on Akron Zoo and their 
contribution to the conservation of WWD. 

It is a matter of utter surprise that the white-winged duck, 
Ascornis scutulata (the state bird of Assam), compared to the 
Greater One-horned Rhinoceros, Rhinoceros unicornis (the 
state animal of Assam), should face such disinterest even 
among the most socially aware circles, owing to the regional 
nationalism found in the Indian state of Assam. The feeling 
that the Assamese identity requires the protection of the 
Rhinoceros is not mirrored in case of the white-winged duck. 
The reason for such a case is not explainable yet; it may well 
be because of media sensitization and the size of an animal 
(mega-herbivores/mega-carnivores) has always played a 
significant role in creating awareness. However, the IUCN 
status of the white-winged duck is ‘endangered’, the rhinoceros 
on the other hand is ‘vulnerable’.  Policies formulated and funds 
and personnel invested in regards to the rhino in Assam far 
exceeds the white-winged duck. This project aims to work in 
this respect as well, as it also aims to raise awareness about the 
duck by conducting education, outreach and capacity building 
programmes. Through these, the project aims to involve the 
local communities and the respective forest department to 
spread the message of conservation of the white winged duck. 

WHITE-
WINGED

DUCK

the

by MURCHANA PARASAR
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thank you to our donors
Sylvan Heights Bird Park gratefully acknowledges our donors of $500 or more since Oct. 1, 2017 through March 30, 2018.
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Tom May
Fred Morris
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Poppies International Inc 
Chuck & Bonnie Revelle

park events

Annual Fundraiser
October 13, 2018 | 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sylvan Heights' annual fundraiser for the birds! 
Proceeds support the conservation and education 
programs at Sylvan Heights Bird Park.

Trick-or-Tweet
Oct 31, 2018 | 5 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Trick-or-treat with the birds in a safe, family-friendly 
environment! Enjoy Halloween-themed educational 
activity stations and live animal encounters!

Breakfast With Santa
Dec 1, 2018 | 9 a.m. or  10 a.m.
Join Santa for breakfast at the park! Plenty of 
holiday activities for children, plus a chance to meet 
and take photos with Santa. 

WCW & IWWA 2018
October 25-27, 2018
Waterfowl Conservation Workshop and IWWA Con-
ference for aviculturists, biologists, and conserva-
tionists.  See additional information on next page.

view full event details and ticket info at 

www.shwpark.com

Summer Camps
July 31-Aug 3, 2018 | 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Join us this summer for educational fun! Each day 
will include instruction, physical activity, crafts, 
animal presentations and a tour of a portion of the 
park.  For ages 4-10.

Richard  Riggs
Rightmyer Machine Rentals, Inc. 
Roanoke Electric Cooperative 
Keith & Sandy Rogers
Clay & Adah Shields
Faye Sprye
The DeLeon Carter Foundation 
Joe C. Tucker
Steven Ulsas
UNC @ Chapel Hill 
Bonnie Whitehurst 
Kay and Mike Winn
Tom & Nancy Winslow

IWWA/WCW

waterfowl 
conservation 

workshop

2018

OCTOBER 25-27, 2018

This year, the 2018 International Wild Waterfowl 
Association Conference will coincide with 
the 2018 Waterfowl Conservation Workshop 
in Greenville, North Carolina!  Learn about 
the status of wild waterfowl from biologists, 
aviculturists, and conservationists working 

around the world to protect species.

The 2018 Waterfowl Conservation Workshop 
will consist of two days of presentations and 
discussion at East Carolina University’s Heart 
Institute in Greenville, North Carolina, and one 
day of practical, hands-on workshops at Sylvan 
Heights Bird Park. We will also offer optional 

post-workshop tours and activities!

www.waterfowlconservation.org

GREENVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

2018
iwwawaterfowl 

conservation 
workshop

2018
conference

Oyster Roast
January 2019 (Date TBA)
It’s an evening of oysters at Sylvan Heights Bird 
Park!  Your ticket includes oysters, shrimp, beer and 
wine, and live entertainment.  Proceeds support the 
park’s education and conservation programs.
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There is one group of ducks that we would never want to be 
without - the whistling ducks. On a sultry evening when you 
have the windows open, if there are whistlers nearby you will 
hear them; ‘wheee-dee doo’ they say. On the Gulf Coast you 
might know them as 'squealers' or in Mexico, 'pichichi'.  

There are whistling ducks on every continent except Antarctica. 
Records in Europe are mostly vagrants from Africa, though 
there are many records of escapes from private collections. 
They have engaging personalities and are excellent bird 
ambassadors, so it is not surprising that they are to be found at 
homes and bird parks all over the world. The scientific name 
for this tribe is Dendrocygnini or the tree-swans. Though still 
called tree ducks by an older generation, not all like to perch in 
trees. They are all vegetarians.

Both sexes are similar in plumage and call. Although they 
look alike, in the breeding season you can clearly see the 
shape of the hen looking bulged and rounded under the tail. 
Drakes have a marked hollow in this region. Although this is 
noticeable in many species, the long legs of the whistlers makes 

it more obvious. All 11 species have distinctive broad rounded 
wings, large feet, and fairly long necks and legs. They lay large 
clutches, 10 - 15 eggs. Often they will ‘dump’ eggs in the nest of 
another pair. The eggs are white and take between 28-31 days to 
hatch. Both sexes take part in incubating their eggs and rearing 
their young and are fiercely protective parents. They differ 
from swans, geese and the other wildfowl in the colouring of 
their ducklings. Downies tend to be strongly patterned, with a 
characteristic light stripe that extends under the eyes and back 
around the nape, without any gaps. This contrasting colour 
pattern is particularly apparent on the duckling of the White-
faced Whistling Duck of Africa and South America.

The smallest species is Dendrocygna javanica, the Lesser or 
Javan Whistling Duck. Javans are mainly nocturnal and forage 
in wet grassland. This charming little duck is less than a pound 
in weight, under half that of the largest, which is the Cuban 
Whistling Duck. With striking plumes over their flanks, 
Eyton’s or Plumed Whistling Ducks from Australia also like to 
graze. These pugnaceous little chaps are known locally down 
under as Grass Whistling Ducks. Spotted Whistling Ducks are 

similar in size to Eyton’s but a little less quarrelsome with other 
species. The White-faced Whistling Duck is often kept in a big 
flock, being reasonably good natured and engaging.

Whistling ducks form a strong pair bond and this is frequently 
reinforced by allopreening. One of the strongest pair bonds 
to be found in any of the ducks is the Black-bellied, common 
along the coastal regions of America’s southern states. Look 
out for their distinctive shape when flying, they have a rather 
hunch-backed appearance. This area is also home to the 
Fulvous Whistling Duck, one of the most widespread of all 
waterfowl species. The Fulvous suffered greatly in the 1960s 
when pesticide use on the rice fields was at its peak. Happily 
this situation is greatly improved.

If you keep whistling ducks as part of a mixed collection, it 
is best to stick to one species per enclosure, as they can all 
interbreed. Interestingly, in the wild where territories overlap, 
they do not usually hybridize. This is mainly due to behaviour 
being learned from the family group. 

Whistling 
 Ducks
the

by MORAG JONES
Photos by Katie G. Lubbock

Adult Black-bellied Whistling Ducks 
(Dendrocygna autumnalis) have 

conspicuous red bills.

Whistling ducks (formerly called "tree 
ducks" )  have longer legs and a more 

upright stance than other ducks.

The elongated, fawn-colored plumes of 
the Eyton's Whistling Duck.

Whistling ducks form strong 
pair bonds, and this is frequently 

reinforced by allopreening.
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Name:_______________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:_________________________________________ Phone__________________________E-mail__________________

I pledge $_________ for Sylvan Heights Bird Park.           Bill me         One time.          Quarterly for one year, beginning _________________   

Or, my gift of  $______________ is included.  Or, charge $_____________ to my         Visa         Master Card        Amex         Discover

Account # _____________________________________Exp. Date______________________CVN Number_____________________

Signature___________________________________________                Date_____________________________________________

(Please send to Sylvan Heights Bird Park • PO Box 368 • Scotland Neck, NC   27874)  Thank you!

HELP US CREATE "WINTER IN THE TROPICS".

TROPICS

Your donation will fund the purchase and installation of greenhouse panels to insulate Sylvan Heights Bird Park's Wings 
of the Tropics aviary this winter, creating a year-round exhibit for tropical birds and plants.

snow birds
How do the residents of Sylvan Heights Bird Park weather the winter?

Eastern North Carolina was dealt record-breaking winter 
weather this season, with significant snowfall and long cold 
spells that saw temperatures plummeting below zero.  While 
wild birds in North Carolina are equipped to handle such 
harsh conditions, Sylvan Heights Bird Park is home to many 
species that live in tropical areas around the world, and these 
birds require special care during extremely cold weather. 

Just how much weather protection a bird needs depends on 
several factors, but the climate in its native range is normally 
the biggest indication of how well that species can tolerate 
cold.  Some of the hardiest birds at Sylvan Heights are Arctic 
waterfowl.  Trumpeter and Whooper Swans, Snow Geese, Red-
breasted Geese, and Common Eiders are all quite comfortable 
when temperatures drop, relying on a thick layer of insulating 
down feathers to stay warm.  These tough birds do not need 
any additional heat or shelter, and some seem to relish the cold 
and ice. Eiders have even been known to perform breeding 
displays on frozen ponds!

Even waterfowl from warmer climates can weather winter’s 
worst days in comfort thanks to one of the perks of living in 
North Carolina: the park’s ponds are fed by groundwater that 
stays near 55 degrees Fahrenheit year-round.  So, although 

sections of the ponds may freeze over on chilly nights, large 
areas of open water near the source provide a warm overnight 
roosting spot and fresh drinking water.

For long-legged birds that spend most of their time on land, 
frostbite is a real concern when snow starts falling.  Catching 
these birds to bring them indoors can cause undue stress and 
risk injury, so Sylvan Heights aviculturists bring the warmth to 
them!  Thick, insulating beds of straw are placed in each aviary, 
and temporary shelters with heat lamps may be added as well.

If you have visited Sylvan Heights Bird Park, you may have 
noticed small buildings attached to the side or back of some 
aviaries.  These are winter shelters, and they are for our most 
cold-sensitive birds, like toucans, parrots, birds-of-paradise, 
and tropical pheasants. Each shelter can be heated and closed 
off as necessary to provide warmth and protection from wind 
and cold, and most birds don’t require much convincing to go 
inside once the temperature starts dropping!  On warm days, 
the birds have access to the outdoors again to soak up the sun, 
which is essential to their overall health. Rest assured that 
Sylvan Heights’ bird keepers are working every day to ensure 
that the birds are warm and safe when the weather takes a turn 
for the worse!

KATIE G. LUBBOCK
Sylvan Heights Bird Park

Story and photos by

Sylvan Heights Bird Park's "Wings of the 
Tropics" aviary is home to colorful birds 
and plants from tropical areas around 
the world. As a result of last winter's 
harsh weather, many of the birds were 
removed from the exhibit until Spring for 
their safety, and most of the sensitive 
tropical plants were lost.

In 2018, Sylvan Heights Bird Park plans 
to purchase and install greenhouse pan-
els to insulate the entire walk-through 
aviary for the winter, allowing the birds 
to remain in the exhibit during cold 
weather and creating a lushly planted 
tropical escape for visitors year-round.

We are asking for your support to fund 
this important improvement to one 
of the most popular exhibits at Sylvan 
Heights Bird Park. 

Thank you!

WINTER
in the
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North American Ruddy Duck
(Oxyura jamaicensis)


